
Elisabetta Hobbins ____ 

To my Host Family and Rotary Club, 

  

I look forward to meeting you all. Let me give you an idea of who I really am. My name is 

Elisabetta Hobbins. You might be able to tell from the name that I am Italian. My mother was 

born and raised in Italy and then moved to America after marrying my American father. The 

maternal side of my family resides in Italy and so we take trips to Italy every year.  My 

immediate family is composed of my father, mother, older brother who is a junior in college, and 

younger sister in third grade. We sometimes go to Italy for a whole month, lounging on the 

Mediterranean beach, touring around Italy, and spending time with family. Because my parents 

are pastors, it is impossible for them to vacation for more than two weeks; in order for my 

brother and me to stay a month, we traveled without our parents since I was five years old. This 

is one reason why I am comfortable traveling and being independent. 

 

Being the daughter of two Methodist ministers, I have moved very frequently. At first this may 

seem like a downside to many children, but in reality it made me the confident, sociable person I 

am today. We now live in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Oshkosh is a medium sized city of about 63,000 

people. Several sizable corporations are based in Oshkosh, making industry fundamental to the 

prosperity of the city. Although the population may seem fairly large, Oshkosh retains a small 

town feel. Wisconsinites are known as friendly and affable people. That is very apparent in 

Oshkosh. We live in a neighborhood with other middle class families with children. In my home, 

everyone has their own bedroom. However, my bedroom is more often used as a study room than 

a bedroom. 

 

My typical day starts early in the morning and ends late at night. I often wake up very early in 

the morning to finish homework and study. I am currently a senior at Oshkosh North High 

School. As is true in most American schools, I am allowed to choose all of my courses as long as 

I complete my graduation requirements. Since I plan to enter medical school and pursue 

pediatrics, I have taken many courses relating to that field. My school day starts at 7:40 A.M. 

with Chorale. Biology 2, Advanced Placement U.S. History, Chemistry 2, and College English 

are all fit in before lunch break. After lunch break I have Medical Terminology and College 

Calculus. Three days a week I drive to the local university after school for an Introduction to 

Philosophy course. Once classes have ended for the day I drive back home and usually start on 

homework right away. My family tries to eat dinner at the table together every night. I also often 

have nightly activities like voice lessons, church youth group, church choir practice, club events, 

and soccer practice in the spring. Balancing all my extra-curricular activities and a heavy course 

load is not easy, especially since I am a perfectionist. I do not accept anything less from myself 

than the best. 

 

I enjoy being very involved and taking leadership roles in multiple clubs at school. One 

accomplishment I am proud of is founding a Rotary Interact club last year at my high school. I 

find endless gratification in presiding over a successful and growing club, and taking part in 

various service activities. Singing is one of my biggest passions. Singing in my school choir, at 

church, and participating in vocal competitions all contribute to my growth in skill and love for 

the discipline. 

 



Seeing as I will be living with you for some time, I am certain you are wondering what kind of 

eater I am. Rest assured. The word “picky” is not allowed in my household. I am more than open 

to trying new foods. I am also very fond of animals and children. As for my dislikes, I have 

difficulty identifying any worth mentioning. One thing I highly value but do not always receive 

is adult treatment. I believe that even though we are one year short of legal adulthood, high 

school seniors should be treated as adults with high expectations and responsibilities. I thrive in 

opportunities for independence and leadership. I hope to be given those opportunities in my time 

with you. Like I mentioned before, I am a perfectionist. I take my work very seriously and do not 

accept failure as an option. Although this attribute is responsible for my determination and 

perseverance, it is also responsible for lots of unnecessary stress. I hope that my time as an 

exchange student will help me to change the downsides of that attribute. I am fully aware that the 

situations I will not understand and cannot control will greatly outweigh the situations I can. 

This, I believe, will be an indispensable learning and maturing experience. 

 

Years down the road, I am certain I will use many of the skills I will undoubtedly attain from my 

exchange experience. I hope to be involved as much as possible in your community. To take as 

much as I can from this year, I plan to put my whole heart into it. I will strive to fully immerse 

myself in your culture, develop lasting friendships, and make positive impressions on all those I 

meet.  

 

It has been my dream since I was five years old to become a medical missionary. One of my 

greatest hopes for this year is to be able to explore that dream and take part in service 

experiences. By the time I return to America, I know I will have learned more than I ever 

imagined. I hope that this experience will prepare me for the future and open more doors to a life 

full of community and global service. I cannot relate to you how much I value this opportunity 

and how much I am grateful to you for making it available to me. I cannot wait to meet you and 

embark on an unforgettable year. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Elisabetta Hobbins 

  

October 21, 2011 

 


